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DFS

DFS allows grouping of shared folders located on different servers by transparently connecting them to one or more DFS namespaces. A DFS namespace is a virtual view of shared folders. 

New functionality in Windows Server 2003 Service Pack 1
DFS maintains the same UNC path of the shared folders and files after they are moved to a new server. 

Client Failback/Failover is a new feature introduced with SP1 in which clients attempt to access another server in a referral after the original server(s) fail or is removed from the namespace. The failback/failed over policy may be set for the entire root, or for individual links.

Target Priority is useful feature in case, such as “hot-standby” where more then one DFS root is hosting the same set of files, one server is considered the Server of Last Resort “hot-standby”. In this case the Hot-Standby Server always appear as last in referrals and clients will fail over to this server only if all the other servers fail or become unavailable.

Windows Server 2003, Enterprise Edition, or Windows Server 2003, Datacenter Edition.  can host unlimited number of DFS roots on a single computer. 

The Limits for links per DFS Roots are as follow:

Each DFS Domain Based Root supports up to 5,000 Links per Domain root

Each DFS Stand alone Based Root supports up to 50,000 links per stand alone root
Any member server or domain controller can host a DFS root.

If your DFS namespace on both Windows 2000 Server and  Windows Server 2003 platforms you must administer those roots from a computer running a product in the Windows Server 2003 family, or from a computer running the Windows Server 2003 Administration Tools Pack. You can not administer the DFS namespace on Windows Server 2003 from a computer running Windows 2000. 

Only NTFS volumes can host DFS roots. You cannot host a DFS root on a FAT or FAT32 partition

Do not create File Replication service (FRS) replica sets on a volume that is managed by Remote Storage. Otherwise you might severely impact system performance and possibly cause data loss within your media library.

Do not enable replication on Distributed File System (DFS) roots. 
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